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The international community has
monitored closely developments over
the last several weeks and months in
the Republic of Georgia. I have visited
Georgia on several occasions and con-
sider myself a strong friend of the
Georgian people.

In 2003 the population of Georgia rose
up to overthrow their government. The
Rose Revolution, as it was called, was
truly an inspirational moment for sup-
porters of democracy and freedom
around the world. President Bush has
rightly called Georgia and the govern-
ment of President Saakashvilli ‘‘a bea-
con for democracy.”’

The Georgian President and a strong
cabinet of reform-minded leaders have
implemented an aggressive reform
agenda with the goal of joining the Eu-
ropean Union and the NATO Alliance.
This independent course was a brave ef-
fort to emerge from the authoritarian
shadows of the Soviet Union and re-
duce its dependency on Russia.

In addition to political reforms,
Georgia has enjoyed remarkable eco-
nomic progress. This year the coun-
try’s economy is estimated to grow at
a rate of 9 percent and continues to be
an international leader in its economic
reform efforts.

Unfortunately, this impressive record
has been threatened by recent events
that could undermine the progress that
has been achieved in Georgia. I was dis-
mayed to learn of the imposition of
emergency rule and the government’s
action to assert control over private
media companies. While the threats to
Georgia are clear and extremely dan-
gerous, the suspension of basic free-
doms was a significant step backward
on Thilisi’ s path toward a market ori-
ented, democratic country. It is impor-
tant that the United States express our
concerns about activities that may un-
dermine the strong record that has
been built by Georgia.

I was relieved to learn that emer-
gency rule was ended on November 17
and that restrictions on private media
will be lifted this week. I applaud the
efforts by the Department of State to
send a strong, clear and unequivocal
message to the government in Thilisi.

The Republic of Georgia must return
to the path of democracy. President
Saakashvili has an opportunity to take
important steps in this direction by en-
suring that all political parties have
equal opportunity and access to media
coverage and that the election process
is free and fair. I recommend that the
Government of Georgia reject the
strategies of some countries, including
most recently Russia, to frustrate and
interfere with international election
monitors, particularly those from the
OSCE. Instead, Georgia should take ad-
ditional steps to ensure that the OSCE
and other constructive organizations
who want to observe the elections can
participate fully and as quickly as pos-
sible.

It is my goal that this resolution will
serve as encouragement to President
Saakashvili and his government to em-
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brace democracy and ensure that the
upcoming elections are the freest and
fairest in Georgian history.

———

SENATE RESOLUTION 392—RECOG-
NIZING THE 60TH ANNIVERSARY
OF EVERGLADES NATIONAL
PARK

Mr. NELSON of Florida (for himself
and Mr. MARTINEZ) submitted the fol-
lowing resolution; which was consid-
ered and agreed to:

S. REs. 392

Whereas Everglades National Park will
celebrate its 60th anniversary on December
6, 2007;

Whereas when President Harry S Truman
dedicated Everglades National Park on De-
cember 6, 1947, he stated: ‘‘Here is land, tran-
quil in its quiet beauty, serving not as the
source of water, but as the last receiver of it.
To its natural abundance we owe the spec-
tacular plant and animal life that distin-
guishes this place from all others in our
country”’;

Whereas Marjory Stoneman Douglas gave
the Everglades the name ‘‘River of Grass”
stating, ‘“‘“There are no other Everglades in
the world”’;

Whereas Everglades National Park has
been designated an International Biosphere
Reserve, a World Heritage Site, and a Wet-
land of International Importance, in recogni-
tion of its significance to all the people of
the world;

Whereas the Everglades ecosystem encom-
passes 3,000,000 acres of wetlands and is the
largest subtropical wilderness in the United
States featuring slow-moving freshwater
that flows south from Lake Okeechobee
through sawgrass and tree islands to the
mangroves and seagrasses of Florida Bay;

Whereas Everglades National Park is home
to rare and endangered species, such as the
American crocodile, the Florida panther, and
the Western Indian manatee and more than
350 species of birds, including the Great
Egret, Wood Stork, Swallow-tailed Kite, and
Roseate Spoonbill;

Whereas the greater Everglades ecosystem
is also an international center for business,
agriculture, and tourism, with a rapidly
growing population of varied ethnic, eco-
nomic, and social values, all of which are de-
pendent on a fully functioning ecosystem for
an adequate freshwater supply, a healthy
and sustainable economy, and overall qual-
ity of life;

Whereas Everglades National Park is the
subject of the most extensive ecosystem res-
toration plan in the history of mankind, the
Comprehensive Everglades Restoration Plan;
and

Whereas this restoration plan must suc-
ceed in order for the treasures of Everglades
National Park to be passed on to our chil-
dren and grandchildren: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) recognizes the 60th anniversary of Ever-
glades National Park; and

(2) dedicates itself to the success of the
Comprehensive Everglades Restoration Plan.

———

SENATE RESOLUTION 393—EX-
PRESSING THE CONDOLENCES OF
THE SENATE TO THOSE AF-
FECTED BY THE TRAGIC EVENTS
OF DECEMBER 5, 2007, AT
WESTROADS MALL IN OMAHA,
NEBRASKA

Mr. NELSON of Nebraska (for him-
self and Mr. HAGEL) submitted the fol-
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lowing resolution; which was consid-
ered and agreed to:
S. RES. 393

Whereas, on Wednesday, December 5, 2007,
the worst mass slaying in Nebraska history
occurred at Westroads Mall in Omaha;

Whereas lives were tragically lost, and oth-
ers were wounded;

Whereas the brave men and women of the
Omaha Police Department, Fire Department,
and other emergency responders acted val-
iantly to save lives;

Whereas the people of Omaha have em-
braced those affected and will continue to
offer support to their neighbors who have
suffered from this tragedy; and

Whereas the community of Omaha will en-
dure the aftereffects of this tragedy to
emerge stronger than it was before: Now,
therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) expresses its heartfelt condolences to
the friends and families of those who lost
their lives in the tragic shooting on Decem-
ber 5, 2007, at Westroads Mall in Omaha, Ne-
braska: Gary Sharf of Lincoln, Nebraska,
John McDonald of Council Bluffs, Iowa, and
Angie Schuster, Maggie Webb, Janet
Jorgensen, Diane Trent, Gary Joy, and Bev-
erly Flynn, all of Omaha;

(2) shares its prayers and best wishes for
recovery to those who were wounded;

(3) extends its thanks to the first respond-
ers, police, and medical personnel who re-
sponded so quickly and decisively to provide
aid and comfort to the victims; and

(4) stands with the people of Omaha as
they begin the healing process in the after-
math of this terrible attack.

———

SENATE RESOLUTION 394—RECOG-
NIZING THE 100TH ANNIVERSARY
OF THE FOUNDING OF THE
AMERICAN ASSOCIATION FOR
CANCER RESEARCH AND DE-
CLARING THE MONTH OF MAY
2007 AS NATIONAL CANCER RE-
SEARCH MONTH

Mrs. FEINSTEIN (for herself, Mr.
STEVENS, and Mr. SPECTER) submitted
the following resolution; which was
considered and agreed to:

S. REsS. 394

Whereas the American Association for
Cancer Research, the oldest and largest sci-
entific cancer research organization in the
United States, was founded on May 7, 1907, at
the Willard Hotel in Washington, DC, by a
group of physicians and scientists interested
in research to further the investigation into
and spread new knowledge about cancer;

Whereas the American Association for
Cancer Research is focused on every aspect
of high-quality, innovative cancer research
and is the authoritative source of informa-
tion and publications about advances in the
causes, diagnosis, treatment, and prevention
of cancer;

Whereas, since its founding, the American
Association for Cancer Research has acceler-
ated the growth and dissemination of new
knowledge about cancer and the complexity
of this disease to speed translation of new
discoveries for the benefit of cancer patients,
and has provided the information needed by
elected officials to make informed decisions
on public policy and sustained funding for
cancer research;

Whereas partnerships with research sci-
entists and the general public, survivors and
patient advocates, philanthropic organiza-
tions, industry, and government have led to
advanced breakthroughs, early detection
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tools which have increased survival rates,
and a better quality of life for cancer sur-
vivors;

Whereas our national investment in cancer
research has yielded substantial returns in
terms of research advances and lives saved,
with a scholarly estimate that every 1 per-
cent decline in cancer mortality saves our
national economy $500,000,000,000;

Whereas cancer continues to be one of the
most pressing public health concerns, killing
1 American every minute, and 12 individuals
worldwide every minute;

Whereas the American Association for
Cancer Research Annual Meeting on April 14
through 18, 2007, was a large and comprehen-
sive gathering of leading cancer researchers,
scientists, and clinicians engaged in all as-
pects of clinical investigations pertaining to
human cancer as well as the scientific dis-
ciplines of cellular, molecular, and tumor bi-
ology, carcinogenesis, chemistry, develop-
mental biology and stem cells, endocri-
nology, epidemiology and biostatistics, ex-
perimental and molecular therapeutics, im-
munology, radiobiology and radiation oncol-
ogy, imaging, prevention, and survivorship
research;

Whereas, as part of its centennial celebra-
tion, the American Association for Cancer
Research has published ‘‘Landmarks in Can-
cer Research” citing the events or discov-
eries after 1907 that have had a profound ef-
fect on advancing our knowledge of the
causes, mechanisms, diagnosis, treatment,
and prevention of cancer;

Whereas these ‘‘Landmarks in Cancer Re-
search” are intended as an educational, liv-
ing document, an ever-changing testament
to human ingenuity and creativity in the
scientific struggle to understand and elimi-
nate the diseases collectively known as can-
cer;

Whereas, because more than 60 percent of
all cancer occurs in people over the age of 65,
issues relating to the interface of aging and
cancer, ranging from the most basic science
questions to epidemiologic relationships and
to clinical and health services research
issues, are of concern to society; and

Whereas the American Association for
Cancer Research is proactively addressing
these issues paramount to our aging popu-
lation through a Task Force on Cancer and
Aging, special conferences, and other pro-
grams which engage the scientific commu-
nity in response to this demographic impera-
tive: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) congratulates the American Association
for Cancer Research on its 100 year anniver-
sary celebration, ‘“A Century of Leadership
in Science—A Future of Cancer Prevention
and Cure’’;

(2) recognizes the invaluable contributions
made by the American Association for Can-
cer Research in its quest to prevent and cure
cancer and save lives through cancer re-
search;

(3) expresses the gratitude of the people of
the United States for the American Associa-
tion for Cancer Research’s contributions to-
ward progress in advancing cancer research;
and

(4) declares the month of May 2007 as Na-
tional Cancer Research Month to support the
American Association for Cancer Research in
its public education efforts to make cancer
research a national and international pri-
ority, so that one day the disease of cancer
will be relegated to history.

————
AMENDMENTS SUBMITTED AND
PROPOSED

SA 3804. Mr. BAUCUS submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed by him to the
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bill H.R. 3996, to amend the Internal Revenue
Code of 1986 to extend certain expiring provi-
sions, and for other purposes.

SA 3805. Mr. CORKER (for himself and Mr.
ALEXANDER) submitted an amendment in-
tended to be proposed to amendment SA 3500
proposed by Mr. HARKIN (for himself, Mr.
CHAMBLISS, Mr. BAUcUS, and Mr. GRASSLEY)
to the bill H.R. 2419, to provide for the con-
tinuation of agricultural programs through
fiscal year 2012, and for other purposes;
which was ordered to lie on the table.

SA 3806. Mr. COBURN submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed to amendment
SA 3500 proposed by Mr. HARKIN (for himself,
Mr. CHAMBLISS , Mr. BAUCUS, and Mr. GRASS-
LEY) to the bill H.R. 2419, supra; which was
ordered to lie on the table.

SA 3807. Mr. COBURN submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed to
amendment SA 3500 proposed by Mr. HARKIN
(for himself, Mr. CHAMBLISS, Mr. BAUCUS, and
Mr. GRASSLEY) to the bill H.R. 2419, supra;
which was ordered to lie on the table.

SA 3808. Mr. STEVENS submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by him
to the bill H.R. 2419, supra; which was or-
dered to lie on the table.

SA 3809. Mr. HARKIN submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed to amendment
SA 3500 proposed by Mr. HARKIN (for himself,
Mr. CHAMBLISS, Mr. BAUcUS, and Mr. GRASS-
LEY) to the bill H.R. 2419, supra; which was
ordered to lie on the table.

SA 3810. Ms. KLOBUCHAR (for herself, Mr.
DURBIN, and Mr. BROWN) submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed to
amendment SA 3500 proposed by Mr. HARKIN
(for himself, Mr. CHAMBLISS, Mr. BAUCUS, and
Mr. GRASSLEY) to the bill H.R. 2419, supra;
which was ordered to lie on the table.

SA 3811. Ms. KLOBUCHAR submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed to
amendment SA 3500 proposed by Mr. HARKIN
(for himself, Mr. CHAMBLISS, Mr. BAUCUS, and
Mr. GRASSLEY) to the bill H.R. 2419, supra;
which was ordered to lie on the table.

SA 3812. Mr. CARDIN (for himself and Mr.
CASEY) submitted an amendment intended to
be proposed to amendment SA 3500 proposed
by Mr. HARKIN (for himself, Mr. CHAMBLISS,
Mr. BAUCUS, and Mr. GRASSLEY) to the bill
H.R. 2419, supra; which was ordered to lie on
the table.

SA 3813. Mr. FEINGOLD (for himself and
Mr. MENENDEZ) submitted an amendment in-
tended to be proposed to amendment SA 3500
proposed by Mr. HARKIN (for himself, Mr.
CHAMBLISS, Mr. BAUcUS, and Mr. GRASSLEY)
to the bill H.R. 2419, supra; which was or-
dered to lie on the table.

SA 3814. Ms. STABENOW (for herself, Mr.
CRAIG, and Mr. CRAPO) submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed to amendment
SA 3500 proposed by Mr. HARKIN (for himself,
Mr. CHAMBLISS, Mr. BAUcUS, and Mr. GRASS-
LEY) to the bill H.R. 2419, supra; which was
ordered to lie on the table.

SA 3815. Mr. LUGAR (for himself, Mr. LAU-
TENBERG, Mr. MENENDEZ, Mr. CARDIN, Mr.
WHITEHOUSE, Mr. REED, Mr. HATCH, Ms. COL-
LINS, Mr. DOMENICI, Mr. NELSON of Florida,
Mr. McCAIN, and Mr. SUNUNU) submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by him
to the bill H.R. 2419, supra; which was or-
dered to lie on the table.

SA 3816. Mr. LUGAR submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed by him to the
bill H.R. 2419, supra; which was ordered to lie
on the table.

SA 3817. Mr. DURBIN submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed to amendment
SA 3500 proposed by Mr. HARKIN (for himself,
Mr. CHAMBLISS , Mr. BAUCUS, and Mr. GRASS-
LEY) to the bill H.R. 2419, supra; which was
ordered to lie on the table.

SA 3818. Mr. STEVENS submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed to
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amendment SA 3500 proposed by Mr. HARKIN
(for himself, Mr. CHAMBLISS, Mr. BAUCUS, and
Mr. GRASSLEY) to the bill H.R. 2419, supra;
which was ordered to lie on the table.

————
TEXT OF AMENDMENTS

SA 3804. Mr. BAUCUS submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by
him to the bill H.R. 3996, to amend the
Internal Revenue Code of 1986 to extend
certain expiring provisions, and for
other purposes; as follows:

Strike all after the enacting clause and in-
sert the following:
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Tax Increase
Prevention Act of 2007’

SEC. 2. EXTENSION OF INCREASED ALTERNATIVE
MINIMUM TAX EXEMPTION AMOUNT.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Paragraph (1) of section
55(d) of the Internal Revenue Code of 1986 (re-
lating to exemption amount) is amended—

(1) by striking ‘‘($62,550 in the case of tax-
able years beginning in 2006)” in subpara-
graph (A) and inserting ‘(866,250 in the case
of taxable years beginning in 2007)"’, and

(2) by striking ¢($42,500 in the case of tax-
able years beginning in 2006)’ in subpara-
graph (B) and inserting ‘‘($44,350 in the case
of taxable years beginning in 2007)".

(b) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendments
made by this section shall apply to taxable
years beginning after December 31, 2006.

SEC. 3. EXTENSION OF ALTERNATIVE MINIMUM
TAX RELIEF FOR NONREFUNDABLE
PERSONAL CREDITS.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Paragraph (2) of section
26(a) of the Internal Revenue Code of 1986 (re-
lating to special rule for taxable years 2000
through 2006) is amended—

(1) by striking ‘“‘or 2006
2006, or 2007, and

(2) by striking ‘2006’ in the heading thereof
and inserting ‘‘2007".

(b) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendments
made by this section shall apply to taxable
years beginning after December 31, 2006.

and inserting

SA 3805. Mr. CORKER (for himself
and Mr. ALEXANDER) submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed to
amendment SA 3500 proposed by Mr.
HARKIN (for himself, Mr. CHAMBLISS,
Mr. BAUCUS, and Mr. GRASSLEY) to the
bill H.R. 2419, to provide for the con-
tinuation of agricultural programs
through fiscal year 2012, and for other
purposes; which was ordered to lie on
the table; as follows:

On page 1500, between lines 10 and 11, insert
the following:

PART V—COMPETITIVE CERTIFICATION

AWARDS
SEC. 12701. COMPETITIVE CERTIFICATION
AWARDS MODIFICATION AUTHOR-
ITY.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 48A (relating to
qualifying advanced coal project credit) is
amended by adding at the end the following
new subsection:

““(h) COMPETITIVE CERTIFICATION AWARDS
MODIFICATION AUTHORITY.—In implementing
this section or section 48B, the Secretary is
directed to modify the terms of any competi-
tive certification award and any associated
closing agreement where such modification—

‘(1) is consistent with the objectives of
such section,

‘“(2) is requested by the recipient of the
competitive certification award, and

¢“(3) involves moving the project site to im-
prove the potential to capture and sequester
carbon dioxide emissions, reduce costs of
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